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I'{EETINGS UPCOI"{ING:

(Unl.ess otheruise statedr ;r11 Holmdel
nson. Currentlg ure ar.e meeting in HE

7 /Z,L l8e
al tr /ae
9/01 /ge
?/38/Be
Lfr/ L3/A2
tL/03/ag,
tl/?4/a2
1?/ I 5/8e
L / t2/A3

rneetings are on l"lednesdags at
4A-&06. )

THE CIRPHAN hg Robert Stal lman (LZ 1l'l-306:
Tfr0 t",lANY f,tAeICIAN$ bq EandaLl Garrett)

DUNE I'IESSIAH bg Franlc Herbert
A tIRINKLE IN TIl,lE b'J Hadelaine L'EngLe
DREAI'I PARK bg Larrg Niven and Steve Barnes
PRCIJECT PflPE bg Clifford D. Simek
THE SHADOI^, BF THE TORTURER b{ Oene tdolfe
$TARSHIP & HAIKU bg Eiorntorrr Sucharitkul
FRANKENSTEIN bg F{arg Shelleg
DIADET'{ FRSPI THE STARS b$ Jo Clagton
fHE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS bg John l.lgndharn

Our librarg is in HCI 4E-51O. Flike Lukacs {x4043} is librarian
John Jetzt (Hil 1F-615A x&153) is Chairperson. Alan l'1. Gopin
tH0 1D-4c7 xZOE?) is the game chairperson.

1. Please note the upcoming meetings I isted above.

*,. This is probablg the last notice to be sent to the combined
HoIrndel/Lincroft $cience Fiction Club. John Jetzt has graciouslg
volunteered to chair the Holmdel Science Fiction CIub after Julg I
(urel-1r rrre d id threaten to break h is thumbs if he d idn't ). I*
posBible, the Lincroft Ecience Fictisn Club (rllhich is EtiLl
unofficiall rrrill continue to send its notices to the Chairperson
and Librarian of the HolrndeL $cience Fiction C1ub, rrlhich .fitsU choose
to inslude items from them in their oun notice.

It mag be relfish of ftts, hut I hate to give up our Bell Lahs
memberg, the vast ma;oritg of the rlub. Hg authorship. of a notice
rrill go on at American Eell, but it uriIl not be the' sarne as a
notice for science fiEtion.fans aLl over one of the leading
researrh centers oS the rrrorld. Feop 1e uho knoul me knotu that I am
6n ambivert. I am introverted until I feel comfortable around
peop 1e, then I Etart Jok ing and punning unti I theg roish I uas
uncomfortable again. The notice rnade an entire club oS steadilg
rising sir* (there arp 140 of us noul) a ringle entitg that I could
alarags kid around urith or disruss fiLm uith, trrro things I love
d o ing. Thank s.



3. l"lembers of the c Iub urith ald
at Lincroft on 57&-e571 or
Boston for a rlass &127 to 7/4.

business to clear up can
at horne on 5&6-e?6S. I
Live long and prosper !

Hark Leeper
LZ 3E-e15 x8571

contact me
trtil1 be in

,nit"



Li

THE THING: A Classic Horror Story Comes to the Screen

A film review by Mark R. Leeper

In August, 1938, John W. Campbetl --- one of the pivotal
forces in 20th Century science fiction -- wrote a story part
science fiction, part mystery thril1er, part horror story.
"Who Goes There?t'has remained one of [he most popular
science f iction stories ever written. Thirty years ago
Howard Hawks nrisused the slory as the basis for an almost
enlirely different science fiction film, THE THING FROM

ANOTHER WORLD. This film, too, became a classic. That
Hawks entirely changed the concept of the sLory is hardly
surprising; the nature of the monster in the story r+ould
probably have never been understood by early Fifties
audiences. The horror content would have been too strong
and, more to the point, fhe visual effects would have been a
technical impossibility. But it is thirty years later now.
After ALIEN, audiences have come to expecL technical
virtuosity in visual effects and solid doses of horror. One
of the chief purveyors of current screen horror is John
Carpenter and his current project is a second and
considerably more faithful adaptation of Lhe Campbell story.
Carpenter calls his film THE THING.

Carpenter's story is set in the Antarctic winter of
1982. The monotony of life at an American base is shattered
with the arrival of a sled dog running for its life from a
pursuing Norwegian helicopter. In their efforts to kitl the
'dog, and, if need be, anyone else who gets in the way, the
Norwegians are killed and the dog finds sanctuary in the
presence of the twenty or so humans at the American base.
The Arnericans have made their first mistake in a chain of
events that will decimate their numbers and could destroy
every Iiving creature in the world. The nature of that
menace is as new to the screen today as it was to science
fiction in 1938. The surprise and novelty of that menace is
the film's main virtue and so cannot be revealed here
withorrt destroying the impact of THE THING. Suffice it to
say that the spirit of the film is much like that of AI.IEN,
with many similar special effects, some of which will be too
potent for younger children.

One of the chief disappointments of Carpenter's THE
THING is the emphasis of the script. In the story, the
alien was not just a menace, it was a scientific problern to
be solved more by logic than by brute force. The film's
chief weakness is Lhat the only man who bothers to use logic
is a helicopt.er pilor" in a cowboy hat (Kurt Russell). The
story needed more of the feel of ANDROMEDA STRAIN with its
logical, comprehensible scientists. AII the good ideas just


