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i. hle hr-:ivfl a meeting'comj.nij uF June * tc, discr-rEE Ii'1f?EfiiAL EAf?l'H hrr
Arthur C. C1ar"ke.

?. I ri.ras a:;i:ed for sonle irrfnrraa*ion qesterdau dtrou* the $cience
Ficti.nn IJoctk Club that Dnuhledau runs. Eiitrce the Ilocl< Club i:l a
fairlg i"nipcrtanl: folce in modern gej.rnce fictj.r:n, it is Frrobahlq
uiorth describirrg here for the infnr^fi;':tion o{: thos* uho do not hnatu
about it. I arn na'j.ther ref,om{nendilr-q the Eooh Clr"rb, r-ror' r'E"csfiirnr-rnrJ*
ing ag;lin;t it. Th* Eock CLuh o{'f ers. hardb.:c k ed j.tion* oS books of
science fictirn $r hooli:. of related intere-=t. The books riri.11 usLr-
a1lg not be hounci as r.r-te11 aE nnn"*Eook CIub editions of the sarne
bcoks, but rrlil1 usuallr; ccist considerablg 1ess, approximatelq com*
petitive uith paperback editions aiid *vaiiabLe cons,i.derablr; soolrer.
Curren*1U the cost of a nRVe,1 tr;i1i be from S1.?8 up to €4..?5. Add
to that rough ).9 a do1lar in prrst;.:ge Fer baok. The usual deal f'nr
;oining is that Uou rnust FU:-chase four i:ooks j.n the first geerr,
after that !ou reriain a memL,er until Uou decide to quit. At t;he
tirne Uou sign up Uou !et foul free boakE so in the first uear Uou
ale re*119 getting eigtit books f or the Eook CIub plice f or f r:ur
books.

The operating procedure j.s corrirnon to rnost bonk c1ubs. Fourt*eir
times a Uear U$u get (aii;ng r.r:ith a pile of arlsii the notice, Thirrgs
To Coore. [ach Thing* to C]crne listE tua Book CLuh selectinns and
aLrout twerrtg al.tarna*e selectj.onE. The default is that tlreq rrii11
Eenr! gou the tu'o Eoak Cluh selection*. If Uou dn not trant the
selectionr, and usuaL lq Uou uion't, !l ou can signi{rg on & f orm tlrerl
s.en'd Uou. if Uou uant one of the altern;ites Ufiu can signifu that
also. Htnce there is aR implicit gearlq meinbershi.p fEre crf 14 15-
cent starnps to return their forrn to them. idote that evEn iS Uou dc.r

not replU and theg send 'Jou the ttr.ru Eook CIub selectj.ons, tlre 1ctrr-ir

saUE Usu rEn sti1l turn th*m daun since non-actj.on c;ilrnot legaIlg
be coTrsidered €t contlac'tua1 agreernent. Things To Come, incidentlg,
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heIpE tn k*ep its':;'eaderE up"-tn'-dal;q: on *-'hat i::' hrinq r.ririttE'n rincr
alrn,r';t all the imprrt.lnt rrovels puhlishc,d r*ilL errcl up eith*r'';5
E.:rk Ciuh edi.l-:ions or a1**rnates.

Aithough the Eo*k Ci.uh is lurr b'; Dor-rhIed*q ilnak.* end fiianU ctf t;ir*
books ni:fered ate puf.rlislied brl th*rn, the Baok Club ri:j.11 offer boolis
from enU h;:rdb*ck puLrli.shel uhoEr: i:ot;kE theg ttrink thaq can seII.
Even the predomin*nce of Daub).ed".:g ijooks is ne) probl*m qince par'-
tia1lu 'jue tr th* nr*dE ctf {;he Bcoit Club theu have rnacj e tlrerr sr, lves
one of tha bigqest publj,::hers c)'F ha'rdbeck scj.ence fictj.on. 1t hac
ulnrked ailt trre1l f'*t. Doubl,eclag *incn # boak that corilee firit irr a lJaoh
Ciub *di*:i.an ui. l. I sell rrughlr_; tnn time$,:ts rnetnU copies ds the
nrn*B*nl< Club editians c,f tlre earr I hr:all . [{;ivinq a novel ciiosen a$
a nrnn*h1t; *el.ectj.an is, for an author, a farirlu lucrative;ar:kpot
sj.nce uhj.l.s thele fiT'* less reUfiltir-':; per bonl; $n a lllo*k Club edi-
tion, the s#1.*$ fq:'r:. riirJre than mak* up {ror the l.es;er per*hr"rcrk p'ro-
I J. L'.

P*ople inter*stea j.n .;oi.rri.ng the ijnc!: Cluh rrri.ll. irrerri.tablg {'j.nel
their ads in srjrnce fj.ctirn ma!!fi:j.nes I"ike A;:.lLog, [Jnni, r?l-]d Fli$lr
and u*r.ra1i,g in Sciedtific Arnnrican, 5r-ience NrurE, €tc. Al.so, if
tJou 

.1 ain thrar:gt h s,r:rfiieon? ri.rho j.t aLreadu a msmi:cr the club thrnt*l an
additirinal free hook int* tiie l.:iti;q to paq th*ir merrber a pusher's
fee. The ono tiffie I signeci up a nsul meini;*r I let him keep the
ei:tra frnak. tCur"iau*1.t1 th* Iicr:k Cluh $c?eued up and sent rne the
"r'errraT'c! " irnak turi.ca 3o I did bene{'it after al. l,. l
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